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NOTI CE 
This opinion is subject to further 
editing and modification.  The final 
version will appear in the bound 
volume of the official reports.   
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ATTORNEY di sci pl i nar y pr oceedi ng.    At t or ney' s l i cense 

suspended.    

 

¶1 PER CURI AM.    We r evi ew a st i pul at i on execut ed by 

At t or ney St ephen M.  Compt on and t he Of f i ce of  Lawyer  Regul at i on 

( OLR)  pur suant  t o SCR 22. 12. 1  I n t he st i pul at i on At t or ney 

                     
1 SCR 22. 12 pr ovi des:   St i pul at i on.  

( 1)  The di r ect or  may f i l e wi t h t he compl ai nt  a 
st i pul at i on of  t he di r ect or  and t he r espondent  t o t he 
f act s,  concl usi ons of  l aw r egar di ng mi sconduct ,  and 
di sci pl i ne t o be i mposed.   The supr eme cour t  may 
consi der  t he compl ai nt  and st i pul at i on wi t hout  t he 
appoi nt ment  of  a r ef er ee.    



No.  2010AP1118- D   
 

2 
 

Compt on admi t s t hat  he commi t t ed pr of essi onal  mi sconduct  and he 

agr ees wi t h t he OLR' s r equest  t hat  hi s l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw 

i n Wi sconsi n be suspended f or  a per i od of  t wo year s,  commenci ng 

ef f ect i ve Mar ch 16,  2010,  t he dat e At t or ney Compt on' s l i cense 

was summar i l y suspended by t hi s cour t .  

¶2 Af t er  t hor oughl y r evi ewi ng t he mat t er ,  we accept  t he 

st i pul at i on and i mpose t he r equest ed di sci pl i ne.   Because 

At t or ney Compt on ent er ed i nt o a compr ehensi ve st i pul at i on pr i or  

t o t he appoi nt ment  of  a r ef er ee,  we do not  r equi r e hi m t o pay 

t he cost s of  t hi s pr oceedi ng.  

¶3 At t or ney Compt on was admi t t ed t o pr act i ce i n Wi sconsi n 

i n 1992.   I n 2002 At t or ney Compt on was publ i c l y r epr i manded f or  

f al sel y r ecor di ng t he t i me he wor ked on a cont i ngency f ee case.  

Publ i c Repr i mand of  St ephen M.  Compt on,  2002- 06.   I n 2008 

At t or ney Compt on' s l aw l i cense was suspended f or  60 days f or  

mi sconduct  r el at ed t o f ai l i ng t o super vi se an i nmat e per f or mi ng 

l egal  wor k f or  hi m and f al sel y bi l l i ng t he St at e Publ i c Def ender  

f or  wor k per f or med by t hat  i nmat e.  I n r e Di sci pl i nar y 

                                                                  
( 2)  I f  t he supr eme cour t  appr oves a st i pul at i on,  

i t  shal l  adopt  t he st i pul at ed f act s and concl usi ons of  
l aw and i mpose t he st i pul at ed di sci pl i ne.  

( 3)  I f  t he supr eme cour t  r ej ect s t he st i pul at i on,  
a r ef er ee shal l  be appoi nt ed and t he mat t er  shal l  
pr oceed as a compl ai nt  f i l ed wi t hout  a st i pul at i on.  

( 4)  A st i pul at i on r ej ect ed by t he supr eme cour t  
has no evi dent i ar y val ue and i s  wi t hout  pr ej udi ce t o 
t he r espondent ' s  def ense of  t he pr oceedi ng or  t he 
pr osecut i on of  t he compl ai nt .  
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Pr oceedi ngs Agai nst  Compt on,  2008 WI  3,  306 Wi s.  2d 280,  744 

N. W. 2d 78.  

¶4 At t or ney Compt on' s pr of essi onal  mi sconduct  i n t hi s 

mat t er  st ems f r om event s cul mi nat i ng i n a cr i mi nal  convi ct i on 

f or  possessi on of  her oi n.   On or  about  Mar ch 7,  2009,  l aw 

enf or cement  aut hor i t i es execut ed a sear ch war r ant  on t he Lake 

Geneva home of  K. L.   At t or ney Compt on was f ound i n a r oom wi t h 

K. L.  despi t e t he f act  t hat  K. L.  was at  t he t i me r el eased on 

f el ony bond wi t h condi t i ons i ncl udi ng t hat  she not  have any 

cont act  wi t h At t or ney Compt on.   The sear ch r eveal ed cocai ne and 

her oi n i n var i ous l ocat i ons i n t he r oom wher e K. L.  and At t or ney 

Compt on wer e f ound.   The sear ch al so r eveal ed cocai ne and her oi n 

i n a vehi c l e t hat  had been dr i ven by At t or ney Compt on and par ked 

i n t he gar age assi gned t o K. L. ' s r esi dence.   Dur i ng t he sear ch,  

At t or ney Compt on admi t t ed t o l aw enf or cement  hi s use of  her oi n 

and cocai ne.   

¶5 I n Mar ch 2009 At t or ney Compt on was cr i mi nal l y char ged 

wi t h possessi on of  nar cot i c dr ugs,  possessi on of  cocai ne,  

possessi on of  dr ug par apher nal i a,  and f el ony bai l  j umpi ng i n 

connect i on wi t h t hi s i nci dent .   St at e v.  Compt on,  Wal wor t h 

Count y Case No.  2009CF102.   Cash bai l  amount s wer e set  f or  each 

def endant ,  and t he def endant s wer e or der ed t o have no cont act  

wi t h each ot her .   

¶6 On Mar ch 8,  2009,  At t or ney Compt on pai d cash t o bond 

hi msel f  out  of  t he Wal wor t h Count y j ai l .   K. L.  r emai ned i n 

cust ody on a $10, 000 cash bai l .   On Mar ch 11,  2009,  D. M.  br ought  

$10, 000 cash t o t he j ai l  f or  t he r el ease of  K. L.   A shor t  t i me 
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l at er  t hat  day,  D. M.  admi t t ed t o l aw enf or cement  t hat  At t or ney 

Compt on had cal l ed her  and i nst r uct ed her  t o go t o a speci f i c 

conf er ence r oom i n a hot el  i n Del avan t o pi ck up a bag 

cont ai ni ng a phone and char ger ,  $10, 000 cash,  a map t o t he 

sher i f f ' s  depar t ment ,  i nst r uct i ons on what  D. M.  shoul d t el l  t he 

pol i ce i f  she was quest i oned,  and an addi t i onal  $500 f or  D. M.  t o 

spl i t  wi t h K. L.   At t or ney Compt on' s wr i t t en i nst r uct i ons t o D. M.  

i ncl uded,  i n par t ,  t hat  D. M.  shoul d gi ve t he phone t o K. L.  and 

t el l  K. L.  t o use i t  t o cal l  At t or ney Compt on,  and f ur t her  st at ed 

" [ K. L. ]  can never  say I  bai l ed her  out !   Never ! "  

¶7 On Oct ober  7,  2009,  At t or ney Compt on pl ed gui l t y t o 

possessi on of  nar cot i c dr ugs ( her oi n) ,  a c l ass I  f el ony,  and 

f el ony bai l  j umpi ng,  a c l ass H f el ony.   The mi sdemeanor  cr i mi nal  

char ges f or  possessi on of  cocai ne and possessi on of  dr ug 

par apher nal i a wer e di smi ssed but  r ead i n.   At t or ney Compt on was 

subsequent l y convi ct ed and t he ci r cui t  cour t  i mposed and st ayed 

a pr i son sent ence.   He was pl aced on pr obat i on.   

¶8 On Mar ch 16,  2010,  t hi s cour t  summar i l y suspended 

At t or ney Compt on' s l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n based 

upon At t or ney Compt on' s cr i mi nal  convi ct i ons.   

¶9 On May 6,  2010,  t he OLR f i l ed a di sci pl i nar y compl ai nt  

i n t hi s mat t er  al l egi ng t hat  At t or ney Compt on commi t t ed cr i mi nal  

act s t hat  r ef l ect  adver sel y on hi s honest y,  t r ust wor t hi ness,  or  
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f i t ness as a l awyer  i n ot her  r espect s,  i n v i ol at i on of  

SCR 20: 8. 4( b) . 2  

¶10 I n t he st i pul at i on At t or ney Compt on ver i f i es t hat  he 

under st ands t he mi sconduct  al l egat i ons agai nst  hi m and hi s r i ght  

t o cont est  t hose al l egat i ons;  t hat  he under st ands t he 

r ami f i cat i ons of  t he r equest ed di sci pl i ne i n t he event  t he cour t  

accept s t he st i pul at i on;  t hat  he under st ands hi s r i ght  t o 

consul t  counsel ;  and t hat  he i s ent er i ng i nt o t he st i pul at i on 

knowi ngl y and vol unt ar i l y .   The st i pul at i on f ur t her  pr ovi des 

t hat  At t or ney Compt on i s admi t t i ng hi s mi sconduct  and agr eei ng 

t o t he l evel  of  di sci pl i ne sought  by t he OLR,  namel y,  a t wo- year  

suspensi on of  hi s l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n.   The 

st i pul at i on st at es f ur t her  t hat  t he par t i es di d not  engage i n 

pl ea bar gai ni ng or  negot i at i ons.    

¶11 Wi t h r espect  t o t he r ecommended di sci pl i ne,  t he OLR 

consi der ed At t or ney Compt on' s di sci pl i nar y hi st or y,  cour t  

pr ecedent ,  aggr avat i ng and mi t i gat i ng f act or s under  t he ABA 

St andar ds f or  I mposi ng Lawyer  Sanct i ons,  and t he par t i cul ar  

c i r cumst ances of  t hi s case.   ABA St andar d 5. 12 pr ovi des t hat  

suspensi on i s gener al l y appr opr i at e when a l awyer  knowi ngl y 

engages i n cr i mi nal  conduct  t hat  ser i ousl y adver sel y r ef l ect s on 

t he l awyer ' s f i t ness t o pr act i ce l aw.   See al so I n r e 

Di sci pl i nar y Pr oceedi ngs Agai nst  Schuh,  300 Wi s.  2d 149,  730 

                     
2 SCR 20: 8. 4( b)  s t at es i t  i s  pr of essi onal  mi sconduct  f or  a 

l awyer  t o " commi t  a cr i mi nal  act  t hat  r ef l ect s adver sel y on t he 
l awyer ' s honest y,  t r ust wor t hi ness or  f i t ness as a l awyer  i n 
ot her  r espect s. "  
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N. W. 2d 152 ( 2007) ;  I n r e Di sci pl i nar y Pr oceedi ngs Agai nst  

Kaner a,  225 Wi s.  2d 483,  592 N. W. 2d 636 ( 1999) ;  I n r e 

Di sci pl i nar y Pr oceedi ngs Agai nst  Br oadnax ,  225 Wi s.  2d 440,  59l  

N. W. 2d 855 ( 1999) .  

¶12 Her e,  aggr avat i ng f act or s i ncl ude At t or ney Compt on' s 

pr i or  di sci pl i nar y hi st or y,  t he pat t er n of  mi sconduct ,  t he 

pot ent i al  vul ner abi l i t y  of  K. L. ,  and t he har m t o K. L.   

Mi t i gat i ng f act or s i ncl ude t he f act  t hat  At t or ney Compt on has 

been " whol l y cooper at i ve i n t hi s mat t er , "  i ncl udi ng ent er i ng 

i nt o an agr eement  admi t t i ng hi s mi sconduct  and agr eei ng t o t he 

l evel  of  di sci pl i ne sought  by t he OLR.   He acknowl edged t he 

wr ongf ul ness of  hi s conduct  and of f er ed t o t ur n i n hi s l aw 

l i cense.   He vol unt ar i l y  ent er ed i nt o a dr ug t r eat ment  pr ogr am 

and has expr essed r emor se f or  hi s conduct .   The cour t  i s  advi sed 

t hat  At t or ney Compt on i s under goi ng vol unt ar y moni t or i ng and as 

of  June 11,  2010,  t he moni t or  r epor t ed At t or ney Compt on' s 

cont i nued compl i ance wi t h t he r equi r ement s of  hi s moni t or i ng 

pr ogr am.   

¶13 We appr ove t he st i pul at i on and adopt  t he st i pul at ed 

f act s and l egal  concl usi ons of  pr of essi onal  mi sconduct .   We 

agr ee t hat  a t wo- year  suspensi on i s appr opr i at e and consi st ent  

wi t h t hi s cour t ' s  past  pr act i ce.   We f ur t her  agr ee t hat  i t  i s 

appr opr i at e t o or der  t he suspensi on t o commence on Mar ch 16,  

2010,  t he dat e At t or ney Compt on' s l aw l i cense was summar i l y 

suspended by t hi s cour t .   The i mposi t i on of  a t wo- year  

suspensi on wi l l  r equi r e At t or ney Compt on t o compl et e 

successf ul l y t he f or mal  r ei nst at ement  pr ocess i n or der  t o r egai n 
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hi s l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n.   See SCRs 22. 29- 22. 33.   

I n l i ght  of  t he SCR 22. 12 st i pul at i on,  we do not  i mpose cost s.  

¶14 I T I S ORDERED t hat  t he l i cense of  St ephen M.  Compt on 

t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n i s suspended f or  a per i od of  t wo 

year s,  ef f ect i ve Mar ch 16,  2010.  

¶15 I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  t o t he ext ent  he has not  

al r eady done so,  St ephen M.  Compt on shal l  compl y wi t h t he 

pr ovi s i ons of  SCR 22. 26 concer ni ng t he dut i es of  a per son whose 

l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n has been suspended.  
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